
SOME NEW BOOKS.

At the ttnrk of China.
It.ls fnrtunntn for renders llmt It wns

fnnw yonrs ago put Into thn mind of
the n'nu.osp., Captain In tint
French army mid author of In Forlwliltn
China (Smntl, Mnynnrcl 1 Co) tint the
western provinces of flilnn, from the
northern boundary of French Indo-rlilt-

to the Oobl Insert iind thn Grout Wnll In
Mongolia, offered one of tho few-- fruitful
fields for oxplornllon loft on the surface
of n planet mostly exhausted nnd "done
to dentil." Ills enthusiasm enlisted the
interest of nil thr French inotttut Ioiim con-onrn-

In th possible results of his ex
plorations. Finally the French Mini-tr- y of
War granted the necessary permission , picil Capt evaded
to the members of the mission, all',.l,alleiiiie of a chieftain to bend Ills bow.
rour of ttiem or the. army, three com-
missioned oftlcers and the fontth a serge-

ant-major who lias since obtained his
commission. Onn of the oftlcers was
especially equipped for geographical and
topographical research (In the course
of tho expedition lie discovered that on
th accepted maps an important river
Is set down nearly sixty miles from its
actual line); another was u sinologue-wit-

five years of residence In China
behind him; the serge-an- t was the (ptar-termast- cr

of the expedition. It dis-

appeared into the unknown to the
north of tndo-Chln- a In August, ttmn. and
emerged Into thn comparative familiarity,
and civilization of Mongolia somellniein
the summer of won. Oddly, almost on
the day of Its emergence. It encountered
anothnr expedition, also French, which
had been projected across Asia from west
to east while itself was painfully working
up from south to north. F.ach expedition
had through all its vlcUsltudcs reserved a
single bottle of champagne for great
emergencies. At the meeting, which oc-

curred at l.eang Chau, In Mongolia, in
July, it was unanimously voted
that, the emergency had arrived and the
bottles, were, emptied.

After being duly overhauled by the
scientific bodies concerned the sciotitillc
results of tho d'Ollono mission are to be
act forth fn seven volumes, doubtless of
a valuo proportionate to their bulk nnd
their illegibility. The results are thus
Hummed up by the leader of the expedi-
tion: "Five, thousand miles of itineraries,
of which 1,07(1 wero absolutely unknown;
S.ooo photographs of types, costumes,
monuments and characteristic land-
scapes; more than hundred complete
anthropological measurements, forty-si- x

vocabularies of dialects,
four dictionaries of native characters
previously unknown or undeciphered,
thirty-tw- o Lolo manuscripts, 5?3 inscrip
tion relating to historical events in
Chinese, Sanskrit. Tilictan. Mongol, Man-ch- u,

Arabic and Lolo: tho almost unique
and undiscoverable monographs of forty-tw- o

cities, numerous weapons, utensils,
examples of pottery, paintings, currency,
tej., and. finally, an abundant harvest of
observations." For the purposes of the
ordinary render, however, the best result
of the expedition is the present lively
volume by Its chief. Capt. d'Ollone - an
excellent nnd practised writer as well as
a keen observer. He was already the
author of a book on "Progressive and
Militant China," in which he maintained
that.qulte contrary tot ho common notion,
tho Chinese are a highly religious and at
bottom a fighting People, two ptopnsi- -

tlona to which he frequently recurs In I

thesepages. Two of thoTibotanehnptors
j

of this book havo already appeared in t'.in
fferue dc Ihur Jirirf'. I ho French
text is well translated by Bernard Miall,
anctrlvallod In interest by over a bundled
good photographs which illustrate it.
For all popular purposes it Is likely to
remain tho record of the d' Ollone mission
of 1908-0-

The countries of the l.olos nnd the
Minn le. the former almost duo north
and the latter northeast of Tongking, were
the first objectives of the expedition The
entrance to either s Yunnan Hen. To
this Chinese city it w.is from the frontier
of Tongking, when the expedition started
six years ago, sixteen iliys ride on horse,
hack. But Capt d'Ollone regretfully
records that the details ot the journey at"
no longer worth recording, seeing that
since it. was mad" a railway opened in
1B10 enubles the distance to be made in
two days. The Lolo country was at-

tractive to the French explorer on account
of Its Inaccessibility. It is hardly an
exaggeration to say that no white man had
visited it before him Lven the ind.
fatlgablo F.ngllsh traveller Colberne Il.i-b-

had been compelled to turn bad: at
th frontier. Capt. d'Ollone relied, and
na It turned out with justice, upon the
intervention of a French priest then sta-

tioned on the border of the I,oo eountiy
an "pro-vica- r apostolic." but since made
a bishop in those parts.

The ordinary atlases recognize tho posi-

tion of tho Lotos as foreigners in the Chi-

nes Empire by outlining their possessions
In a different tint from their surroundings.
Th Lolo country in fact count i tut oh an-

other Andorra, though of far greater ex-

tent and of much greater population. The
Lolos art) not Chinese in a poaranr e, in
language or in manners and customs
The detlant topknot they wear hi pi ice. of
tho nuenun of servitude Is a badge of dis
tinction and, as thoy are justified in feel-

ing, of superiority. Their inaccessibility
han'protected them thus far, tholriniiccos-slbfllt- y

and their military prowess. "The
mountain nymph sweot Liberty" again
vindicates herself. It Is nlso true that
thoy havo little which foreigners covet.
The "wax Insect," which has tho secret
of extracting merchantable treasure from
thn trees of tho hot Chinese plains is Itself
obtained only in "Tho (ire.it Cold Moun-
tains," which, according to thn loual locu-

tion, aro the homo of the Lolon, Tho Chi
nose traders Lolol.ind In quest of the
insect. Some Lolo taken them under his
protection and becomes responsible, for
their good behavior, naturally for a con-

sideration paid In advance. The life of
a Chinese without this protection is not
worth a diy'a purchase. On the other
hand Lolos may safely enter Chinese terri-
tory, only leaving their amis with uomo
municipal official when they enter a town,
to bo resumed when they leave it, As a
guarantee of their good behavior to Chi-
nese on Chinese territory they leave hos-
tages with the local authorities. More-
over, tho Chinese pay an actual tribute
to tho nearest, tribo of Lolos to I hi scciiiimI
from molestation. Capt, d'Ollone says
"clan" Instead of irllsi, And, indeed, tim
l elation of th warllko Lolos with their
richer industrial neighbors recall those
the Scottish Highlanders lielorc the dis-
armament, as the wero nlso recalled by
.Stevenson in Pnlyiiunla, whom the

of iuu-wi- ty is substituted for
that of altitude. Like the olliei highland-ers- ,

the Lolos have their excellent points.
Their hospitality Is mviolible. 'I hanks
to tho good offices o his missionary, nil
that the Trench explorer had to do in on lor
to g'lin ontluneii to llm theoiellcally

country was to give an uesurnru e
that he wis riot trtw In "Ini-iit- pif! !

tUltua," u proieus which tho mountainccro

hold In grcnLhorror. Then n responsible
Lolo became surety for him mid his party.

The Loins were found to he n peculiar
people Their soolnl s) lent Is the feudal-Is-

of n puftornl tmtl'in The cam of
floelis nnd herds Is "the occupation of n
gcnl Ionian." Horsemanship iind I In
nrpts nre to his character The
nrnis an- - bows and arrows and long lances,
from fifteen to twenty feet ii ' rtent
Firearms are oftener seen than heard
They are owned nnd shown, though mostly
of an antlniiated pattern, Imt mainly as
articles of brlo-a-bra- M'oing that
cartridges are almost unattainable ami
that crud" gunpowder appears to be. tin
known. Never, at the back of Chlliu, did
the revolver practice of the Frenchmen

nH el'tlllono the
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fall to eclte wonder I'v showing off

which the explorer ascertained by private
trials he could no more move than the
suitors the bow of I'ly-s- os The Lolo
nobles, nnd nil Loirs ure nobles, nre phy-
sical giants In strength as In stature,
xgrioullure is beneath them. Such tillage

as (lure Is Is relegated to serfs, Chinese
captives or the descendants of such, who
are despised nccordhi'jly. Purity of blood

much more carefully preserved than
usual In such relations When Illicit

Intercourse it discovered between one of
the upper nnd one of the lower class both
parties are expected to commit suicide
Ihe l.olos nre compelled to (Ind mates
In their own class, and there marriage Is
monogamous, xvith the exception that,
in case of barrenness, tie' husband Is

to take another wife to perpetuate
his family The position of woman
otherwise recalls Tnrltits's "fiernianla"
and Is adapted to excite the envy of a
suffragette. Her choice is nowise con-

strained, provided she marries in her own
"set " After marriage she returns to her
parents if and when she chooes. nnd the
deserted husband has no recourse but to
renew his courtship, at his own risk
If he falls to induce his wife to return to
him, he naturally becomes ridiculous, but
she incurs no social or other penalties by
jefti.su

The first stages ofthe journey north-
ward from Lololnnd were not very event-
ful, except for some tremendous climbing,
from l.MH) feet to lii.nnt) In two days, the
explorer reckons. There Is, of course, a
great rise from (he starting point on tho
China Sen to the "Hoof of tho World" in
Tibet. On this journey, however, tho
explorer was lucky enough to secure rub-bin-

of two Iilo Inscriptions of ancient
date nnd to compile from them a vwabu-lar- y

which Chinese scholars assured him
contained chaiacters that had not been
in use since Lin H. C He passed r.lso
through u strip of the country of the
Miao-T-e which had never been brought
into complete subjection to China. But
the exploration of the country of the
really independent Miao-TV- o he had In-

trusted to a subordinate and is only able
to tell about them at second hand nnd in a
less linen sting wav thrn that in which
he records his personal observations. He
makes It clear enough, though, that they
occupy another extensive tract of China
with n race entirely alien to any of the
laces which, or the mixture of which, we
recognize as Chinese; that they constitute
another trile, or nationality, of "th

In Chln." Perhaps fhe greatest
triumph of this detached exploration was
the finding and photographing of "the
granite i1upn," an octagonal monument of
seven stories carved with great and
artistic elaboration and bearing what the
explorer declares to be "the only insrrip-jtio- n

in Sanskrit yet unearthed." The
oate assianeti to it is irom me tentn to lire
thirteenth century-Afte- r

these excursions the reunited
expedition stutted again from Yunnan Sen
for its exploration of the country of what
the Chinese call the "Western barbarians."

As soon as it broke new ground
to the north of lolol.ind it found Itself in
a country unquestionably Buddhist, and
interspersed at frequent Intervals with
Buddhist monuments which, if not alto-g"th- er

unvisiteil by white man, had never
before been visited by white men fur-
nished with cameras. As has been said,
it was a tremendous climb, and upon ar-
riving at the great Tibetan plateau the
oxploier was impressed with the languor-
ous and meandering curves of great riv-
ers, succeeding the swift torrents of tho
r.scent, and winding their a'most level
way feet above sea level. The
pa"k horse hud given way as a Ijeast of
burden to (he yak, even to two kinds of
yak. ihe cne n comj aratively tame and
villatic animal, being a cross of th" real
yak with the common cow, the other the
pal native yak, much larger and much
l"ss tractable. A land of huge, fierce
mastiffs, cf flocks and herds and lamas
and lauuvseries, On the treeless waste
of the roof of the world the only fuel Is
"aigol," n cryptic name for the dried
dung of anima's, and the search for it at
thos" altitudes and in the timrs of fierce
bli'nrd is oftenaiu.itierof life ami death.
The narrative becomes one of haiibrei'dth
tscipes from perils of atl kinds, perils of
the elements and perils of h"s'lle natives,
whether fleire lancets or inhospitable
lamas, it is a wonder how the explorers
silt vised it all

But their luck was marvellous, first in
tailing in with the Inevitable and In- -

(lispensiiuo t rencn missionary just in
tho nick of time, th" missionary familiar
with the "customs of the country." Then
in falling in, again in the nick of time
with the great semiannual caravan which
visita the plateau to bring what it needs
from without, mainly tea, and to carry
away in return tho hides which constitute
tho one "money crop" of the pastoral
population, i no evp,yuuon um not go
toLhassa, like tho British military expedi-
tion of ItiDl. It did Ivottor by going to
Lhabrnng, wheieby its chief wns enabled
to interview tho Dalai Lama, thn "Living
Buddha" whom tho British scared away
from his capital, and who had up till then
liecn seen by very few white men, one of
the few Is'ing Mr. Hockhill, at present
American Ambassador to Constantinople.
Tho Dalai Lima Capt. d'Ollone not only
s,iw but aceouiiatiiod for tho first stage
of his journey to 1'eKln lo vulgarize,
himself for the llrsl limn in history.

It Is a fascinating story, The teller
of it has a literary gift much lieyond
wh it usually falls to the lot of an explorer,
a gift of speculation as well as of descrip-
tion, write much belter, in fact, than we
have reason to expect of a man who can
do things as well as describe thein, It
would have leeii vain lo hopo that an
Iaiidish writing oxploier would make so
oM'tllent a stoiy. Hut throughout this
Frenchman's modes! iiHir.it I vn it In plain
that he owes his micicss even moro to
pluck loan to luck, that ho has in full
me i sine l ho vlrluo ot dogged pornHranco
whic h so ate haul of claiming us exclu-sio- y

"Anglo-S.- i von,"

Nii l.liflil on KutilUli Speech,
'Ihe eiral (lfoi dii iinry of the

Hugh, b language, pii jutul ami carried
on by Dr .lames Monayiuid hlsnssix lads,
ha .nl', aii i.l t lar that It., i iuii t.on
within u blioil tunc lb expected coutl--
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dently. It Is one, of the most remarkable
achievements in iiatlenl schol irsltip of
modern times and, almost from the time
the collectors of words began work, has
been full of surprises to men who had
reason to think that thev knew sonictuinr:
about F.ngllsh. Words that sooinM to be
modem slang have turned out lo be old
and respectable forms; words accepted
by all as long established have been dis-
covered to be of comparatively recent
origin, Many havo been traced to the
author who llrst used litem, inanv ety-
mologies have been shown lo be Incorrect,
others havebeen set tied, and plenty of hard
nuts have been left for fiituie philologists
to crack. The chief service the dictionary
has dono probably, has been lo establish
the history of each word on n linn founda
tion by giving the evidence, so far as il
goes, showing the forms each has taken,
the different shades of meaning it has
passed through, and giving chapter and
verso for e cry statement It has changed
the received lews In so many polnln that
the books on language addressed to the
general public by men like Max M filler,
W. D. Whitney, Archbishop Trench. Isaac.
laylor and others, which were popular
and deservedly esteemed a geuer.it em
ago, must now bo read with caution
and nil require revision.

II Is not so surprisinir that books in
tended to make popular the knowledge
acquired In the compilation of th diction-
ary should now appear, as that they should
have been m lony In coining'. 1 wn small
volumes on quite different plans, but both
Inspired by the dictionary, have appeared
at the same time. The Hnyli'h xinyirifr.
by LotlAN I'KAIIHAM, SMITH, M. A , is
part of the useful series of little books in.
the "Home University Library," published
by Williams and Norgato in London nnd
Henry Holt and Company In New lorl:
It deals Intentionally with cenernlitb--
and is In substance" a history of the devel
opment of the language,with philosophical
comments on the part of the author, with
such examples from the dictionary as
demonstrate the jo!nt he wishes to make,
It is a book for the general public rather
than the student of language. The fn- -

mcince of H orcM, by F.HNt'sr ki.kixy,
M. A., professorat University College. Not
tingham, on the other hand, reads like a
collection of excerpts, gathered to dmon- -

strate an account oi trio language, which
the author hardly thinks It necessary to
wrilo out. Ho has collected manv inter-
esting etymologies, which are all to the
point, and xvill be useful to specialists
A striking peculiarity of both books is that
the authors nre inclined to pass over the
phonetics of the language and to deal more
particularly with the meanings of word.
the branch now called semantics, it looks
as though there were a reaction agair.et
the rule of the phonetician, who hat. had
the upper hand in philology and even in
literature for a generation past, or erhaps
it means a belief that the phonetic part of
philological work hn. been done nnd that
it is time now to turn to a new aseet of
language.

The oldest deposit in F.ngllsh Is the
......iiuio group oi worn luuoruou nom

AiJ.Uli lllllK"ilK". 11 's iiih'i.-i.iiii- s "
the change that has taken place in ideas
a'.mwt the Aryans In Mr. .Smith's summary.
"Although the lelief in a homogeneous
Aryan race Is now abandoned, the evi-

dence or language shows a continuity.
If not of race at least of culture. We
havo little or no historical knowledge
of anv of tho Aryan people, tiefore about
l.oo) B. C. Beyond that period to j

time of the primitive Aryans there
stretches n gap. probably of many thou- -

sind yeirs, which wo can only cross on
this frail bridge of words. The earliest
pioneers In language created for them-
selves out of a few old and battered words
the picture of a kind of terrestrial para
dise, which they located in the centre
or Asia, where live or six thousand years t

ago they believed that tho ancestor- - '

of the Aryan races dwelt together in j

pastoral and poetic simplicity and plenty.
Hccent criticism has destroyed much
of that beautiful picture, Hven the
Asiatic home of the Aryans is no longer
generally believed in, and the most wrdolv
aceeptcd of current views is probably
that which places their home in the south
ern part of Hussln, whence at their separa
linn the Indian and Persian branch
wandered toward the Fast, the Slav
and Teuton-- into the German forest-- ,
and tho Creeks toward Oreoee, while
Ihe ancestors of the Celts and Unmans
followed the course of tho Danube toward
Italy and Ciaul."

A corrected picture of the earlv nomad
llays is drawn by Mr. Smith from these
words common to nil languages, nnd
later one or the days when the Teutons
had wandered off by t hem-elve- s. He
builds u sketches of the culture of oicri
century, when becomes lo historic time- -,

from the additions to the Fnglish vocabu-
lary of the time, sketches that seem more
and more fanciful as ln approaches our
day His chapter on the enrichment of
theKnghsh language by individual writers
is also very interesting, though some
examples may arouse scepticism 'Ihe
surprises that the readers' slips for

have caused are many We
ruav quote som of tin- - words acquired
by the language from the medical theories
of the thirteenth and fourteenth cen-
turies, Tbe-- e were in the main the Oroek'
theory of "humours" after It had passed
through the Arab school; it believed that
the body of man contained four humours
or licpiids. blood, phlegm, yellow bile or
cholerand black bile (melancholy ) From
these we have gained the words, san-
guine, phlegmatic, choleric, good hum-cre-

humorous nnd humor, and have so
lost the sense of liquid that We speak of
dry humor; likewi-- e lemperameri', which
meant a due mixture of the humors, arid
complexion with the stjuc signiiic.iticf.
With these should be joined, spirited,
animal spirits, vital, natural, cold
blooded, hearty, cordial, hyochniidrhi- -
nl, hipped, rheumatic unci common

sense From the astrology that was
interwoven with medicine enmo lunatic,
jovial, saturnine mercurial, influence,
disaster, predominant, conjunction, oppo.
sition, aspect, disposition, while motor
when it first appeared in Fnglish meant
jiFtmiirn mohilr. There is much curious
information to be learned about other
things thnn language for the student
who will trHce a few of the words in this
list through the dictionary

Prof, Weekloy In his book restricts
himself to tho main sources of Fnglish
thn Litln and Teutonic languages, though
ho goes outsido these limits whenever ho
chooses,, His examples of early mean-
ings are mainly KlizalxUhari, but lie shows
thn xvidn range of his reading and his
modernity by quoting not only Mr Kip
ling and Mr. Pett Kidgo but also Ameri
cniis line .xir .iierecuin .ienoi.ri unci xir.
Harrison's "Queeil"; his most amusing
extracts, downier, are rroin the earlv
diello v makers, FN in. Colgtaie, Min- -

shell and Ludwig. I) voty one of I, is. I

cdaplers contains a mass of entertaining
material and he shows a strong sen ,, '

humor in dls cotnnieiitH, whn h will mil ii
Hie If, ll!r Ii Slf't lli.il h.l liuli In i

land hinioolf moro mid make his iiioanliig

clearer for the liynnti, Wo quoto his
explitritloii of greenlnrn. " Kn gll-t- ifrern
It'irn llketmnn itiexperif need 'rson loan
iihl'inl ivluu' horns have Just begun to
sprout. In (iornuii flrllmthnnhtl, yol-l')- v

bill, mi I French wo havo
the ni'Miiphor of Ihe fledgling. Ludwig
explain-- ! t!rlhxrni!i(l by "chltty face,"
rhll coginte with A'f-te- being a gen-

eral term in Middle Kngllsh for a young
animal. From hrr-jmn- ii wo have Scot
Ixrjnm, fieslimaii nl the university.
Cot grave spells thn French word hrjaunf,
and ghes, na he umi illy does for such
words, a very full glens, which happens,
by exception, b Is) quotnhlo 'A novice;
n Into pietitlco to.oryoung lieglnnnr In, a
trade, or art; iiIh.i. a simple, lgror2n',
tmexperlencecl nssn; n rude, unfnshlonnd,
Imme-bre- il hoydon; a sot, ninny, dotilt,
noddy; one that's hlqnkt.nml huth nought
toNty. when he hath most need to siieako.'
This Is ch.irnclcrlidli! of tho old diction-
ary makers. The gem of my collection
Is Ludwlg's gloss for litlmmrl, 'a long
lubber, a I i,y lubber, a slouch, a lordnnt,
a lordano, a looby, a Imohy, a tony, a
fop, n diinco, n jdmploton, n wise-acr-

a sot, a logger-head- , a block-hea- a
iilckampoop, a lingerer, a drowsy or
ilie.itulng hisk, a n.slowlxick,
a lathback, a pitiful sneaking follow, a
lungK n I. ill slim fellow, a slim long back,
u great a lubls-rl- fellow, it

lo.el, uri awkward fellow.' " It makes us
wish that some one would reprint tho old
dictionaries, which urn too good to bo
monopollTed by lsok collectors.

Ho gives a brilliant example In warning
against accepting obvious etymologies
before they have been proved. "Cam-
bridge appears to bo the bridge over the
Cam. Hut the river's older name, which
11 preserves above the town, IstheClranta,
and llede calls tho river itself (Iranta-teste- r.

Camden notes that the country
was called 'in tho F.ngllsh Saxon' (Irent-brigseyr- e,

and comments on the double
name of the river. Nor can ho 'easily
beleeve that Orant was turned Into Cam;
for this might seeme a deflexion some
xvhat too hardly streined, wherein all
the. letters but one tiro quite swallowed
up,' (irantabriggo became bv dissimila-
tion (iaiitnbrigge, Cantabrigge, C'nnt- -
brigge, and by assimilation Cambridge,

j,i,e river beingrechristc-nedfromthenam-

()f )hl, towlli- - Another curious Instance
Is iictrnr.el, a flintlock firearm, In size be-

tween atf arquebus and a pistol, spoken
ofaslntoas WnlterScott Onthestrength
of n Kronen form, pnitrinal, it has been
connected xvitn untrinc, chest. Ambroise
Pare1, the Huguenot surgeon, explained
that it was so called because it was fired,
not from the shoulder but from the chest,
which Prof Weekloy thinks would havo
been disastrous. Mlnsheu says It was
"a horseman's peece first used In the
Pyrenean mountains, which hanged

at their breast readie to shoote, "

and others followed him. But Cotgrave
gives French "pdrinal, a petroncll, or
horseman's peece"; nnd this is borrowed
either from Italian prlronrllo. pirlrnnelln
(Florio) or Spanish jirtlrcfinl, "a petrouall.

jOI.M.miinV ,,,., ita diet, quod sihee
petr.t incend.tur (.Mlnsheu, tspanisn
Dictionary!. Thus Mlnsheu knew the
origin of thf word, though ho followed
the fiction in his' other dictionary. All
the forms go bad: to pletra or piedra,
stone, flint The new weapon wan named
from its chief feature, the substitution
of the flintlock for the old matchlock.

Prof. Wtekley gives an instance of the
.luntU.r tna!r ro intfaner

l)f nmMni; t.v borrowfrom others,
U ,,,rlvntI(m r curmudgeon is still

Ullknriwlli but when Dr. .lolinson was
working on Ins dictionary some one
sugge-ie- d that it came from ccrur
mediant, so he printed: "It is a villous
manrierof proriouncingcceiir rmVhant, Fr.
an unknown correspondent, honestly
Klvng his authority. Dr. John Ash
f0f)wed with his dictionarv and gave,,, orjvaljon, -- ir0in the French ccrur,
unknown, and miVhiint, a correspondent."
i..h ,.iunnu blunders and misprints havo
given rise to "ghot words that are
copied from one dictionary into another.
Thus in Mainv.iyrlng's "Seaman's Dic-

tionary" ( Hi I II the old word carvel, applied
to a special build of ship, was misprinted
earned, and Unit xuird persisted m even

jmlt.ui dictionaries to tho end of the
eighteenth entury,

w can only quc'.te nt random from the
lnor,. yMemnlio parts of Prof. Weekley's
book I rider the "wanderings of words"
he ghes hussar, which entered (iermany
from Hungary, where it meant a free-
booter; thts came from Servla, where it
also means pirate, and is derived from
a (ireek form of the Vulgar Latin cursariu-- ,
from turreie, to run, which Is also the
origin of our corsair. He thought the
word ampersand for A was obsolete, but
ran across it in two successive days in
(Juiiler-Cou- i h and Pe,t-l!idg- "Children
used to icpe.it the alphabet thus A per
se A, B per se II, and --o on to And per so
And." As examples of degeneration in
words lie gives the terms for woman
"'I bus hussy, housewife; quean, woman;
wench, child; liinc absorbed such adjec-
tives as impudent, idle, light, saucy, Ac.
With wendi. still us.'il wi'hout any dis-
paraging seiiM- - by country folk, we
may compare l'nridi (arrc;, Iis, and
(ierrnan Dime, maid servant, both of
with Ii are now msiiltlig epithets, but, in
the older language could be applied to
Joan of Arc and the Virgin Maiy respec-
tively, tlarcc-- wan replaced by fllle,
which has acquired in its turn a meaning
hi offensive that il has now given way
to jeune llllo. Minx is probably tho Low
(ierinan iiiinsk, Cieniiaii Menscli, human,
hut also Used ill (he hflise of wench.
Then- - examples show that the indignant
'Who are you ailing n woman';' is philo-logeal- ly

in all I'kehhood a case of in-

telligent imtn ipation." "In lfti; a play
by .1. M. Synge '.is produced In
Dublin, but the nu li.iKo broke up in
disorder m the word shift This Is all the
mine linlli ions when we retlect that
shllt, change of ralnu it, is Itself nn eai
euphemism for miodt," "We have the
absurd name pocket 1; indkerchi"f, which
menus p lift hand cover head, for a
comparatholy modern convenience, the
earlier mimes ot which have more of the
dll'el tllefs (if the Artful Dodger's 'wipe.'
Bi n .lonson i alia it a miieklniler," We
ngiet tbit i.paie forbids our touching
the author's nliiiiidaii. ctyniolclgleH of
pioer names, for which he becrrin to
have a weakness.

'I hen is not, a page of Prof. Weekley's
book that does not provide material like
this for tlm philologist's eiiteriainmont.
It isdillleiill to lead consecutively, Jiow- -
ever, lor the same reason ili'ii tho

i. I '.very dlu into it will repay
the leader both thn and Mr. Smith's
Utile book slriw the advance made In
language m tidies in Hie past ew years.
svjihcr w.tuld h ive been poesjbli. without
the Murray di no y We c nn recom- -

,,,,,,H them to all who are interested in tho
,ii'.ll-l- i litigun'.e

ilniiia.nitlliiiin.
The reader who up U'i'dIIi i'- -

,s Ml (mil ii, Wiiii(mImiii , fin
uiU 1'iantuia (John Lane Compiiiiy),

recalling that no man Is a hero to MsTpear that he. wrote them. But hla
valet, will be apt to expect an exposurn ! habitual aesoclates wero not the men
rather than an appreciation. In fnctjf hi., mvn guild, nor Indeed men or
he will be apt to flnlnh the book with n Women of any specialty. He liked pen-high-

opinion of his subject as a human I pie with whom he could play pranks,
being than he hntl before., Francois
confines himself to the human aspect
of his hern (In spltu of tho proverb),
nnd does not set up for n literary critic.
He gives us some Interesting details of
the novelist's productivity. This was
In truth enormous, nnd readers nre apt
to be blinded to It by the fact thnt the
aggregate of hla "life work" Is not be
yond the average, forgetting In how
short n time It was produced. For
Maupassant did not begin until he was
30, nnd died at 43, the Inst two years
having been unproductive. So thnt
nil his work was In effect done In
a decade. Taking that into considera-
tion, nnd taking nlso the meticulous care
which marks his work, which has little
of the character of Improvisation nnd
much that of deliberate artistry, and It
Is clear that he kept at It very closely
for these ten productive years. We are
prepared for Francois's assertion thnt
when he had the Indiscretion, onn day
on the Hlvlera, to look over tho day's
work, he found It to cover thirty-seve- n

foolscap pages. Looking Into
the kitchen of the Paris flat one evening,
the writer broke out to his valet, who
was also nt the time his, cook and fac-
totum: "Kverywhern I saw n violent
current rising and about to swallow up
nil members of society who don't know
how to defentl themselvea by the whole
some habits, resulting from steady
work. Work is such a delightful thing
ns long us health lasts. I do not know,
but I really think I could not gve up
work. Kometlmes I may have said I
worked only because 1 wanted money.
It Is not quite true; there are things I
love to write about." Kvldently, from
the results, he was far from being a
"frlvole."

Naturally, Maupassant did not talk
literature to his servant, even when
In the course of the ten years ser-
vice the servant had become his
friend. Hut he thought aloud before
tho quick wltted valet, upon whom
nothing seems to have been lost. Ills
Idolatry of his baptismal and liter-
ary godfather, Flaubert, comes out In
the course of these walks and talks.
Ho wns delighted to hear that Fran-col- s

hod read "Madame Hovary" nnd
"Salnmhho, and praised the deliber-
ation of Flaubert even at the expense
of his own impetuosity, saying that
"Salnmbbo" was worth the fifteen
years It had cost "the finest brain of
our century." Ho even gnvo hints
of his own method. "You understand,
Francois, to see and to distinguish, the
eye must be educated: therefore, when
you look you must notice everything;
never be content with want of preci
sion; you must tslve time for the eye
to define and to follow out those things
which nre but faintly visible. It is
only by slow and patient practice
that you can make your eyes do all the
work of which they nre capable." That
he practised what he preached Is plain
enough to every reader of his things.
It Is equally plain from this narra
tive, which often recounts the delib-
eration and absorption with which he
examined a new environment. In North
Africa, In the Alps or where not. "To
day I forwarded to Paris the manu-
script of 'Ie Horla'; before a xveek
elapses nil the papers will publish that
I am mad. It Is Just as they plense,
hut I am perfectly sane, and knew
very well what I was doing when I
was writing that tale."

Hut what glimpses we get here about
the literary theory and practice of the
novelist nre episodical. The book is
about the man. He wus n huge enjoyer
who made the most of all his oppor-
tunities In that way. Henry James In
his admirable criticism of a quarter of
n century ago notes from the work It-

self that "his Instrument Is that of the
senses, and It Is through them
alone or almost alone that life np- -
peals to him. They render him
this great assistance because they
nre evidently, In his constitution, ex-

traordinarily nllve; there Is tcnrcely a
page In all his volumes that does not
testify to their vivacity." One Is still
more strongly reminded of this by this
chronicle of the last decade of the
writer's life. His locomotive propen-
sity sems almost morbid. One does not
understand how a writer can be so little
rooted nnd In appearance so restless
and yet acompllsh so much. To be
sure, In compressing the events of ten
years Into a volume, the timings natur-
ally fill n larger space on the printed
pages than they did In fact. Hut the
sensuous charm of climate was what
primarily kept Maupassant moving. He
had a place, though apparently not nn
Inherited place, In his native Normandy,
whither he resorted th the autumn.
When ttie Parisian winter became un-

pleasant to him, he packod up "his
dictionaries," ns the valet tells us, and
was off to his own house or his own
npartmont on the Hlvlera, spending
much nt his days and some oi his nights
on his boat, He even mana,tted to do
some writing afloat. His bear, xvhen ho
first took Francois to the Mediterranean
with hl.'ii. was a small craU, too small
for voyuges, on which h kept one
"hand." When his first grout success
came to him, he bought a larger one
which took two men before the mast
and wus really seaworthy; gratefully
naming her the "Hot Ami" In honor of
the "book that had helped him" to
Indulge In her. The skipper was n
capital sailor himself, as ttls boatmen
gladly owned, a capital oarsmen and a
capital swimmer. Ho was n crack shot
also with pistol or fowling piece. To
nhow otf to Francois ho "called" the
leaf he whs about to shoot from a tree,
and It came clown, nt a cllntnnrc mens-ure- d

by the valet of twenty-eigh- t
paces. Sl friends came to him at
Ftrctat for a day's shooting of quail
mid partridge, and his bag at the end
of the day was by far tho biggest, In
Knglnnd lie would have passed for an
"all round man." Headers who know
him only by the phntogrupha and who
would take him front them for a son of
Ihe Midi rather than nf Normandy will
be surprised by the testimony of Fran- -
cols that his mustache xvus "fair" and
his hair brown.

Few men were better equipped for
"the Joy nf living," and few men can
have enjoyed life moro than he enjoyed
it until the collapse came, Ills chosen
companions were by no means the lit
erary and artistic Parisians. Ho hail
Dumas and .oln lo dinner, separately
and confided lo Francois that the for
mer was delightful, hut that though he
ailinlied tola's books ("his literary value- -

iompo-.i- t lu t, though It decs not ap -

on whom he could oon play practical
Jokes, as when ut n place l.e had for the
season down tho Seine he arranged
that tho clocks should be set back so

that his guests might lose the Inst train
to Paris, or when ho sent to a Indies
luncheon a box to be opened ot table,
from which when the lid was taken off
was sprung a flight of dolls. It Is

noted as iinliiue that an F.nglMi noble
man who spent .1 week nt lltretrtt had
not a single trick played upon him.
Hut even this favored guest his host
could not forbear from hoaxing. Ho
told Francois afterward: "I went lo
see the monastry of the Hcnedlctlncs
nt Fecamp with Lord - . He also
wanted to see the Mnlson Telller, which
Is situated In reality nt Itoiien, hut I

had my reasons for transporting the
story to Fecamp. I showed him n house
nt Fecamp and he recognized It by the
description In the tale. It was very
"funny." Thero wns a llltle school-
mistress, xvhnse boyish nppenrnnce had
struck him when she npplled for nnd
received his Influence with the Minister
nf Publlf Instruction to get her a place.
A year later ho Induced her to put on
mnle nttlre and bo his guest nt dinner,
together with a couple of society ladles,
In the charncter of n schoolboy. Ills
delight wns unbounded when he found
. 1. . , ...1,1. . 1 t. .. , 1 . ,Amac. uciiiiiT in in-- : uiie i m""' i" "- -

trated the disguise, nor yet Francois.
who waited the table, nnd to w'holil
he confided the secret, with penis of
laughter, tho next morning.

Nothing In the bonk Is more attrac
tive than the picture- - of the storyteller's
relations with those with whom he
lived. His sailors ndorcd him. Ills
grocer on hearing of his death burst
Into tears, the first his wife had seen
him shed In fifteen years, l'speclnlly
touching was Maupassant's relation to
his mother, who had n large villa near
his own little place In Normnndy and
took an apartment on the Hlvlera to

him when he was there. It Is In
teresting, though not to the Hrltlsh or
American mutron edifying, to learn that
he discussed with her beforehand the
plots of "Mont-orlnl- " nnd of "Fort
comme la Mort," nnd that she could
never reconcile herself to the tragic
ending nf the second. She was a most
accomplished woman, setting .i snjat-ter- er

In the classics right on Cireek and
Latin and speaking two or throe mod-
ern languages In perfection, or what
seemed perfection to the good Francois.

Incorrigible nnd unscrupulous moral-
ists Insisted at the time of the novel-
ist's awful death that It xvas the xvork
of Nemesis or "Poena." as Horace has It.
Itcally this book seems to give them
some aid and comfort. Women, singly
or In groups, come and go In these pages
as guests of a bachelor without attract-
ing from Francois more than u casual
glance. There Is one. however, of whom
he speaks with great bitterness, de-
nouncing her as a "vampire," and de-
claring that but for her his master
might have lived long. She appears and
disappears and reappears "In a gray
tailor made dress with a gold belt."
She shadowed the last decade of Mau-
passant's life. One day he told Fran- -

cols that he bad seen her first In 1SS3

r.ss ,Mr lnv,,:.u s:,m, Tnmi
of her Is by a telegram of New Year's
greeting In 1S92, that very New- - Year's
day when Maupassant cut his throat
at Cannes, saying Just ufterward to his
valet, "This is absolute madness." It was
Just ufter the attempt upon his own life
that he xvas removed to the retreat nt
Passy, where his faithful servant
could not remain with him. nnd where
he died In July, 1S93. All renders havo
reason to be grateful to Francois for
this modest and pious chronicle.

MUIR PICTURES YOSEMITE.

Aa He Sn w the Wnmlerfnl Itrslnn
nnrtiiK lSOS.

One of the strongest features of the
Century Company's summer list is serious
in nature but fascinating in content and
treatment. Moreover, no one book is
likely to make a stronger bid for favor
from summer tourists than a picture nf
"The Yosemlto" by John Mulr. No
traveller nowadays, however, can hopo
to make his approach to this wonderful
place and see what Mr. Mulr saw on his
first trip In I88S.

When I set out," says Mr. Muir, "on
the long excursion that finally led to
California I wandered afoot nlong from
Indiana to the Gulf of Mexico with a
plant press on my Kick, holding a gener-
ally southward course like the birds
when they are going from summer to
winter. From the west coast of Florida
I crossed tho Gulf to Culm, enjoyed the
rich and tropical flora thero for a fnxv
months, intending to go thencn to the
north end of South America, make my
way through tho woods to tho head",
waters of the Amazon and float down that
grand river to tho ooem.

"But I waa unablo to find a ship bound
for South America -- fortunately, perhaps,
for I liaci incredibly little money for so
long a trip and had not yet fully recovered
from a fover caught in the Florida swamps.
Therefore, I decided to visit California for
a yearortwo to see its wonderful iWaarul
tho famous Yosemlto Valley. A t,B
world was liefore mo nnd every da v wax
n holiday, so it did not seem important
to which one of the world' ivildeniessea
I should first wander.

"Arriving by tho Panmta steamer.
stopped one day in San Francisco nnd
then inquired for the nearest way out of
town. But whom do you want to go?'
asked th man to whom I bad applied for
this important liitorinatioti. 'To any
place that is wild,' I haid. This
startled him. Ho seemed lo fear I miglit
be, crazy and therefore the sooner 1 was
out of town tho I letter, so he directed
mo to tho Oakland ferry.

"So, on the first of April, iwts, I s ,f t
afoot for the YoKeintti-- , it was Ihe bloom
time of the year oxer thn lowland, nnd
coast ranges; thn lane)sciiies of the Santa
Clara Vnlley wero fairly drenched with
sunshine, nil tho air was quivering with
songs of thn meadow larks and llm ,is
worn so covt-lec- l with flowers Hint (hey
seemed to l uiiutec, Slow itiieed was
my progress through Hiomi glorious
mountains, the t of the t' ilil'iriii.i
flora I dad seen, cm In mid cultivation
xvero making few scars yet, and I wan
dered oucuatitcii m ion,; wn .eimi; ci"v
knowing by mv pockel man ih.it I...J i.'.

Valley lay In Ihe cast ami I shoidil hiuclv
turn it

"The- - Ycn.ennle e kIIiimI.i.I ., .1... I. ...

wUe wiUo and lustily . mile deep in Ulu

Is vc r considerable", do did not at nlIof ,he Mcn-- d l!lv. ',at an c.-- ,, i r
like Ihe man. lb- - wns lunched by (ion- - ltw f,,,,, a, .v. the leve l ed il , ,1
nuns request for some HUM'S lur tneiHlHiiil ....ci-- mili l,.ii.t li.. ii , i. ,

solid granltn flank of thn range. The
walla nre made up of rocks, mountains in
size, partly separated from ench other by
side unions, unci they are so sheer In front
and so compactly nnd harmoniously

on n level floor that tho valloy,
comprehensively seen, looks like an

hall or temple lighted from above.
"But no tcmplo inado with hands can

compare, with Yosemite, Kvery rock In
Its walls seems to glow with lifo, Roms
loan back' In majestic repose; ntheia nliso-lut'd- y

sheer, or nearly so, for thousands of
feet, advance lieyond their companion
In thoughtful attitudes, giving welcomn
to storms nnd calms alike, seemingly
aware yet heedless of everything golti;
on aiioiit mom.

"Awful In stern, Immovable majesty,
how softly these rocks aro adorned and
how fine and reassuring tho company
they keep, their feet among beautiful
grooves mid meadow-s- , their brows in the
sky, a thousand flowers leaning confl.
detillyngaliisttheirfeet bathed in floods ot
water, floods of light, while the snow and
waterfalls, the wind nnd avalanches nlid
clouds shine and sing nnd wreathe about
thein as the years go by, nnd myriads of
small winged crenstnres birds, Iioin,
butterflies give glad animation and help
to make all tho a'r Into music. Down
through the middle ot the valley flows the
crystal Meiced, lliver of Mercy, peace,
fully quiet, reflecting lilies nnd trees nnd
the ohlooklnc rocks; things frail and fleet-
ing and typen of endurance meeting here
nnd blending in countless forms, ns

, ,, thH ,, motmtnln mansion nature
. .

l gat leicd tier choicest treasures to
,,.(W i,r ()Vl.rfl nto cwe n, confiding

J communion xvith her."
Mr. Muir tells of an exciting adventure

that once came unexpectedly to him when
he was enjoying tho losetnlto Fall by
moonlight:

"A wild scene but not n safe one," he
"is made by the moon as It appear

through the edge of tho Ynsemile Fall
win n i tie is behind it. Ohoe after en-

joying the night song of the waters nnd
watching the formation of the colored
bow ns the moon came around the domes
ard sent her beams into tho wild uproir
I ventured out on the narrow that
extends back of the fall from Fern Iidge
and began to admire the dim veiled
grandeur of the view

"I could see the fine gauzy threads nf
tho fall's filmy border by bavin? tho light
in front, and, wishing to look rt the moon
through the inrshes of some of the denser
portions of the fall, I ventured to creep
further liehlnd it while it was gently
wind sxvr.yed without taking sufficient
thought about the consequences of lit
swaying buck to its natural position alter
the wind pressure should lie remoied.
The effect was enchanting, fine saiage
musi" sounding above, benecth, around
me, while the moon, apparently in the
very midi.t or tho rushing xvaters, seemed
to Is- - struggling to keep her place on ac-
count of the e or varying form and density
of the wuter messes through which she
was seen, now darkly veiled or eclipsed
by n rush of thick headed comets, now
Hashing out through openings between
their tails.

"I xvas in farivlnnd between the dark
wall and the wild throng of Illumined
waters, but sufTored sudden disenchant-
ment, for, like tho witch scene in 'Alloway
Kirk,' 'in an instant all was dark.' Down
came a dash of spent comets, thin and
harmless looking in the distance, but they
felt desperately solid and stony when they

my' shoulders, like a mixture of
choking spray and gravel and big hail-
stones.

"Instinctively dronnlne to mv knoes. I
gripped an angle of tho rock, curled up
"J

attitude submitted as best I could to my
thundering oatii. ino heavier masses
seemed to strike liko cobblestones and
there wr.s a confused noise of many

about my ears hissing, gurgling,
clashing sounds that were not heard as
music. Tho situation was quickly real-
ized. How fast ono's thoughts burn in
time of stress! I was weighing chances
of escape. Would the column be swayed
a few inches axvay from the wall or would
it come yet closer? Tho fall was In flood
and not wo lightly would ita ponderous
mass Ih swayed. My fate seemed to de-
pend on a breath of 'idle wind.' It was
moved gently forward, the pounding
ceased and I was once more visited by
glimpses of the moon. But fearing I
might be caught at a disadvantage in
making too hasty a retreat, I moved only
a few feet along the h to xvhere a
block of Ice lay I wedged myself be-

tween the ice and tho wall and lay face
downward until the steadiness of th
light gave encouragement to rise and get
axvay.

".Somewhat nerve shaken, drenched and
benumbed, 1 made out to build a fire,
wanned myself, ran home, reached my
cabin daylight, got an hour or two
or sleep and aw-ok- sound and comfort-
able, better, not worse, for my hard mid-
night bath."

In his exhaustive treatment of the
Yosemite Mr. Muir includes the routet
and directions for many excursions,
planned with reference to the amount of
time at the tourist's disposal.

Mr. Hnl four's Drmunil of Literature.
h'rnm the London lnitv fail.

Mr. Balfour, in proposing the tosst of
"Literature" st the anniversary dinner
or the Itoyal Literary Fund at the White-
hall Ifiinmslnst night, sh Id:

"1 think 'that literature Is lens cheerful
now than it xwis when 1 wns youru; It
may be because I am growing old that I

lake this gloomier view of literary effort,
but still I peisonnlly like (lie spring day
and hrluht sun and the birds' singing nnd
if theie be a shower or a storm that It
should be simply a passing episode in Ihe
l.ind-- i ape, to be followed Immediately by
a return to brilliant sunshine. While that
Is what pieler 1 or course ndniil thai t lie
great, the picturesque, the striking storm
Is a miiKiiltVent subject fur artistic treat-
ment and Is well worthy of the efforts of a
gie.it art -t.

"Ism not quite so sure, however, about
the elre.iiy dnv In which nothing Is seen,
It which the landscape does not change, in
which theie is a steaely but lint violent
downpour ot lain. I do not say Hint thnt
oiwht not to be tteated as a siihleot nf

bierature, but It is no! what I ask of lltrri-- t
inc.
"What I ask troiu literature mainly" I

that In a world that is lull of s.elii' nnd
full nt difficulty. In w lilcli you come throuuh
the dav wearied, In which .;; come h.ick
from your work wearied you should Had

I In e snnietliltnr which represent!
H'e which is true In the higher son-- e nl
truth or what Is Imagined to he true, Imt
whli Ii duns clievr us. Therefore when I
a?k you to drink the toast of Literature
I shall invselt ditto voce sav 'not literal u.
merely, but that literature in pariiruitr
which sen ed the gteat cause o clieoriiU
us all up, '

The llnllisclillcls am Writers.
Fraei ir l.nmton t'hroi'irlr,

llllinugh llteiaiiire produced a
inilltmiuiri', several millionaire- - hive pro"
ilnced llteraluie. The liothschllds uln
have between them w rltteit enough book
In fill a toed sled shell The ll'ot piellfle
writer of the i.imiiv - r Henri de Itolh-si'lil-

llesiiles ",a Itampo," ,lnt pre
din i d at Ihe Little Theatre, Ihls veratil
plulni'iui - for several inedicl
win Us and about half a emen Iraxet imkx,
bie'bii'lui! some litivi liio "Voles
I'Vnd rcr

i in eesi rv or nie i rein n
i, by Harmi rlhiir de'Unthsi InM

ind Union .lame-- , ihe Into head el th
I ii' UJ'i- Ii, 'winte a number nf hlhlie- -

"i.i idled winls Lord (oihi'hild's i'1'l'"'
e'i has M..v.-r- . siiihi ,1 ileus I nlllinl''.

i 'i . i li.ii line X r I i i' li

j U.VlU'."' ihe author nl "rilia'i'li-- r


